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2025 SUMMER POTLUCK PICNIC RECAP 
 
The morning started off with a little drizzle so we didn’t have to set 
up the canopy! Despite the lack of sun until toward the end, 
everyone had FUN at this year’s picnic in Alameda. There were 45 
groups of family members with a headcount of 102, including 20 
children under the age of 16! The variety of delicious potluck items 
included rice musubi, lumpia, sandwiches, salads, fruits, chili, pasta, 
vegetables, and desserts ensured that everyone had enough to eat. 
The grill teams made sure that hamburgers and hot dogs were 
readily available for everyone too! 
 
A special shout-out goes to the Raffle Team and the Games Team! 
Everyone, including children who attended, got a free raffle ticket 
for a chance to win one of many donated prizes. There were two 
separate drawings, one for the children and one for everyone else! 
Each of the 20 children got a prize which led to a lot of excitement 
in the air! Some of the adults were getting carried away by their 
enthusiasm too! 
 
Next came the classic picnic games like the sack race, egg-and-  
 

spoon race, 3-legged race, and tug-of-war that offered social 
interaction, teamwork, lots of laughter and a blend of physical 
activity. There were games for all ages, from the little tykes to the 
over-70 crowd! The games ignited team enthusiasm and created a 
truly memorable experience for everyone beyond just the food and 
scenery! Later, the sound of eisa drums reverberated throughout 
the park, adding depth to the day’s picnic experience. 
 
Of course, we couldn't have done it without   the  tireless efforts of 
our dedicated volunteers. Some were there before 10:00 am to set 
up the  banner,  cover  the  picnic  tables,  and fire  up the charcoal. 
Later, we  had  others  help  with sign-in, handing out raffle tickets, 
setting  up  the  games  and  prizes,  grilling  and  clean-up.    These 
shared  experiences  foster  community  gathering  and  spirit  and 
create lasting, cherished memories for everyone in years to come! 
Hopefully those of you who couldn’t make it this year, will be able 
to come  next year and those who came this year, will return with 
your  families  again  next  year!   You   can   see  the photos at the 
following link https://photos.app.goo.gl/fvJM1FXThjtmtkwV9 

 

         

                                    

                         

                   
   
   
 

   
 

Photos by Tetsuo Ishisoko 

 

http://www.ncokk.org/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/fvJM1FXThjtmtkwV9


NORTHERN CA OKINAWA KENJIN KAI |SUMMER 2025 2 
 

 

 
 

 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE       
by Tetsuo Ishisoko 
 

             Hai-Sai, Gusu-yo, Chu-uganabira!  
 

As the intense heat of midsummer finally begins to 
ease, we hope this message finds you well. With the 

arrival of autumn, we also enter a season when wildfires become more 
likely. Please take extra care and stay safe during this time. 
 
We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone who joined us 
for our recent Summer Family Picnic, which welcomed over 100 
participants. Through barbecue, games, and great company, we hope 
you enjoyed a joyful and memorable day. We are deeply grateful to the 
many volunteers whose efforts made this event a smooth and successful 
one. Thank you very much for your support. 
 
We are pleased to share that our association has officially been 
recognized by the IRS (Internal Revenue Service) as a tax-exempt 
501(c)(3) nonprofit charitable organization. With this designation, any 
donations made to our organization are now tax-deductible. We plan to 
use this opportunity to actively seek donations and enhance our funding, 
so that we can carry out future projects with even greater success. We 
humbly ask for your continued warm support as we take this important 
step forward. 
 
As we have shared in previous communications, preserving the proud 
heritage of Ryukyuan and Okinawan culture, nurturing future leaders, 
and building an organization that appeals to younger generations are all 
urgent and important goals for us. 
 
One of our priorities is to revitalize traditional performing arts. To 
achieve this, we are also looking into collaborations with other 
organizations. For example, we are exploring opportunities to deepen 
ties with performing arts groups in Okinawa and potentially invite 
instructors from Okinawa. While Okinawa Prefectural Government does 
offer similar programs, only a small number of groups from around the 
world are selected due to budget limitations. Although our association 
has applied several times in the past, we have not yet been selected. 
Furthermore, short-term visits of only 1–2 weeks often fall short for 
meaningful learning. Therefore, we believe it is essential to consider 
using our own budget to implement more effective and lasting 
programs. 
 
To build a sustainable and vibrant organization, it is vital that we make 
our association attractive to younger generations. We are planning to 
offer more opportunities for youth to learn about Okinawa. In addition 
to classroom instruction and webinars, we are also looking to develop 
and support study abroad and exchange programs that offer hands-on 
cultural experiences. 
 
Carrying out these plans will require appropriate funding. Now that we 
have received official IRS recognition as a tax-exempt nonprofit, we are 
in a position to make that happen. Moving forward, our board will design 
and implement activity programs that are purposeful, equitable, and 
cost-efficient. Your support and participation will be more important 
than ever. We sincerely thank you for being part of this journey. 

This year’s Keirokai, our annual celebration honoring senior members of 
our community, will be held on October 26, at South Berkeley Senior 
Center This special event pays tribute to those who have contributed to 
society over many years. We look forward to welcoming many 
grandchildren and family members as well to celebrate the longevity, 
health, and wisdom of our elders. 

 

October 30 marks World Uchinānchu Day—a day to honor 
Uchinānchu living around the world and celebrate their 
achievements. It is also a day to carry on the global Uchinā network 
built over generations, and to move forward with the spirit of 
Bankoku Shinryō (Bridge Between Nations) toward a future of 
continued prosperity. We hope that you will join us in celebrating and 
recognizing the special meaning of this important day. 

This year marks the 80th anniversary of the end of World War II—a 
significant milestone. As we live in a peaceful society, it is easy to 
forget how precious peace truly is. But we must never forget. Even 
today, many regions around the world are still affected by conflict. 
We sincerely pray that peace will come to those areas as soon as 
possible.  

Recent reports indicate a rise in COVID-19 cases once again. We 
kindly ask everyone to stay vigilant and take care of your health.    
We look     forward to seeing    you    at   the upcoming Keirokai in 
good spirits and good health.  "Nuchi du Takara" 

ハイサイ、グスーヨー、チューウガナビラ！ 

真夏の暑さもようやく和らぎ始めましたが、皆さまいかがお過
ごしでしょうか。これから秋にかけては山火事が発生しやすい
季節となりますので、どうぞ十分にお気をつけくださいますよ
うお願い申し上げます。 

このような計画を実行するには、相応の予算が必要です。今回
、I RSより課税免除の非営利慈善団体として認定されたことに
より、それが可能になりました。今後は理事会を通じて、無駄
のないよう、公平性を持って目的達成のための活動プログラム
を策定・実施してまいります。皆さまの今後のご協力が非常に
重要となります。引き続き、どうぞよろしくお願い申し上げま
す。 

今年の敬老会は 10月26日 に 南バークレイシニアセンター 
で行います。これは多年にわたり社会に貢献してきた高齢者を
敬愛し、長寿を祝い、健康を願うイベントです。たくさんの孫
たちが参加されることを期待しています。 

10月30日 は「世界のウチナーンチュの日」です。この日は、
世界中で活躍するウチナーンチュを称え、これまで築き上げら
れてきた世界のウチナーネットワークを継承し、万国津梁（ば
んこくしんりょう）」の精神をもって、今後ますますの繁栄を
願う日です。皆さまにも、この特別な日の意味をご理解いただ
き、共にお祝いしていただければ幸いです。 

今年は 戦後80年 という節目の年です。私達は平和な社会で暮
らしていると、つい平和の尊さを忘れがちになりますが、決し
て忘れてはなりません。現在も世界には、紛争が続いている地
域があります。一日も早く、そうした地に平和が訪れることを
心より祈っています。 

最近、COVID-19の患者が増加傾向 にあるそうです。皆さま、
どうぞ体調管理に十分お気をつけて、お元気にお過ごしくださ
い。また、敬老会でお会いできるのを楽しみにしています。「
ヌチドゥ宝」先日の夏の家族ピクニックには、100名を超える
皆さまにご参加いただき、バーベキューやゲームなどを通じて
、楽しいひとときをお過ごしいただけたことと思います。多く
のボランティアの皆さまのご協力により、無事に開催・終了す
ることができましたこと、心より感謝申し上げます。     
(continued on pg.5) 
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2025 / 2026 CALENDAR of EVENTS 

イベントカレンダー: 

 
October 26, 2025 NCOKK Keiro-kai (Respect for the Aged Day) 敬老会, South Berkeley Senior Center (see below) 
 

February 15, 2026 Shinnen-kai (New Year Celebration) 年新年会 
Doors open at 11am – 5pm, Fairfield Community Center, 1000 Kentucky Street, Fairfield 
 
 

2025 Keiro-kai Celebration 
 

Please join us in celebrating Keiro-kai (Senior Citizen’s Day) on SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2025. 
  This year it is being held at a NEW location in Berkeley! 
 

Where: South Berkeley Senior Center, 2939 Ellis Street, Berkeley 
Parking  is    limited  at   Center,  but  available  in residential  area streets and at  
Ashby BART Station (7-min. walk to Center) 

Time: From  12:00  pm  to  4:30 pm  (Doors  open at 11:30 am).  Volunteers to meet at  
10:30 am.  Program begins at 12:00 pm.  Entertainment at 1:00 pm. 

 
We will honor our Keiro-sha 80 years and older. Plan to spend an enjoyable afternoon of Okinawan  
music, culture, dancing, singing and socializing with family and friends! 

 
Bento lunches are $20.00 each prepaid, or $22.00 at the door.  There   will   be  a FREE bento lunch 
and surprise for each Honoree. If you need a ride, please let us know and we will try to  
accommodate you.  Questions: call Tsuneko at 530-400-4256. 

 
Please  complete the  Google  form: https://forms.gle/4D7sE5EDNmtzeeB88 to register your family  
and friends as soon as possible. 

 

 
   RSVP BY MONDAY, OCTOBER 13TH, 2025 

 

  

COMMENTS FROM OUR MEMBERS & COMMUNITY: 
 
Thank you so much for reaching out to me and your appreciation 
of the Tayui article on my story about my mother, Teruko. I miss 
her very much.     Ted Teruo Canty 
 
About the Picnic: 
As a spectator, I so appreciate the opportunity to listen and watch 
your drum circle and to hear the children squeal with delight 
during the games. I live at Park Webster condominiums that face 
onto Crab Cove. I was able to see the banner and googled your 
organization. Thank you for sharing your culture!     Amy W. 
 
Thanks for a wonderful event! My grandkids loved it (especially 
the prizes!).   Betty Kano 
 
Thank you for everyone’s hard work! We all had a great time!   
Christine Oyakawa 
 
I think the picnic event was a joyful celebration of classic games 
that brought together children, adults and families in a lively 
atmosphere of fun and connection.  Tsuneko Silva (Game Master) 
 
Thanks for organizing another great event! So much work went 
into everything and my family really appreciates it. Looks like 
everyone had fun too!     Aki Gibbons 
 
I think the picnic games brought smiles, laughter and friendly 
competition for both the children and adults alike. It was great to 

I think the picnic games brought smiles, laughter and friendly 
competition for both the children and adults alike. It was great to 
get unplugged and laugh together with people of all ages. The 
most popular activities were the potato sack race, age-specific 
relay races, and of course, the crowd favorite, the tug-of-war!     
Tsuneko Silva, Picnic Game Master 
 
About the 501(c)(3) Status: 
Congratulations!!! That’s a huge accomplishment and will 
encourage donations to benefit all. 
Ted Canty 
 
What great news! Thx to everyone who worked so hard.    
Dee Harris 
 
This is a huge achievement! Congratulations!     
Dan Sueyoshi (son of former Treasurer Yoshiko) 
 
Congratulations to us on getting the status of NPO! I truly 
appreciate everyone’s effort! 
Chika Mori, Board member on the Committee 
 
Yay! Jeanette (Date Yamashiro) would be happy!  
Christine Yamashiro, about Jeanette who passed away October 
2024 and was secretary in the early days of our kenjinkai 
 

 

 

 

 

https://forms.gle/4D7sE5EDNmtzeeB88
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 NCOKK Member Jane 
Dulay’s Art Exhibition in 
Okinawa!  
by Jane Dulay 

 
 
 

Northern California Okinawa Kenjinkai member and figurative 
painter Jane L. Dulay and Argentinian-born Okinawan sculptor Julio 
Goya will have a joint art exhibition from Friday, September 5, 2025 
through September 14 at the Atos Gallery, 1 Chome-7-1 
Kanagusuku, in Naha, Okinawa. The Opening Reception begins at 
5:00 pm (reservations appreciated), with Gallery hours: 11:00 am – 
6:00 pm, Tuesday – Saturday. 
 
This exhibition fulfills a dream for Jane to return to Okinawa with 
her family as a painter. Her early childhood years were spent on 
Okinawa shortly after her birth in the Philippines in 1950 as a US 
military dependent, experiencing the US occupation of Okinawa 
through the 1960’s. 
 
She learned to appreciate the culture and resilience of Okinawans 
during her college years at San Jose State University and on return 
trips back until reversion to Japan in 1972. As a psychiatrist, her 
appreciation of their fine arts blossomed under psychoanalytic 
mentor and fellow artist, Stanley Steinberg, MD who, as a US 
soldier, painted with the Nishimui artists post-WWII. She curated 
an exhibition of his collection of art and artifacts of the Nishimui 
Artist Colony (sic) in 2008 at UC Berkeley, Institute of East Asian 
Studies, Painting to Live Exhibit. The collection was featured in an 
NHK documentary and brought for exhibition at the Okinawan 
Prefectural Museum of Art in 2009. Many of the paintings were 
seen by Okinawans for the first time! 
 

A lover of swimming in bodies of water, 
Jane’s current paintings feature her 
family and extended members of the 
family in water scenes located in 
Okinawa and other parts of the world. 
Of special tribute is the water at Kafuu 
Beach where her two sisters and 
brother’s ashes will be finally dispersed.  

The exhibition takes place at an auspicious time since Obon begins 
September 6. You can view some of her other works on the 
Instagram link https://www.instagram.com/p/CqJn2i9Iso6/ 
 
An added treat during the visit will be Jane’s youngest son, JoJo 
Brandel’s Tokyo-based Indie rock band Texas 3000 for their Weird 
Dreams Okinawa Tour on September 5 in Naha and September 7 in 
Koza. Jane painted the picture of their latest audio cassette cover 
(above).  
 
A final   special   note  about Julio  
Goya. Jane  first  learned that the  
huge beautiful origami-like metal  
crane   gracing   the   busy    main  
boulevard    of    Buenos      Aires, 
Argentina   was  created  by Julio  
Goya. Delighted to find the sculptor was Okinawan and that he had 
returned to live on Okinawa, she finally met him at his atelier in 
2010. Since then, they have cultivated a long friendship. His 
sculptures are in the collection of the Okinawa Prefectural Museum 
of Art and grace not only the outdoors of the Museum, 

but also several locations around Okinawa, mainland Japan, 
Taiwan and Argentina. He is currently exhibiting at the Setouchi 
Triennale 2025. Jane is honored to be exhibiting with him. 
 
If you happen to be in Okinawa in September, come to the 
Opening Reception: Relationship and Spirals on September 5 at 
5:00 pm and let Jane know! She would be happy to give you a tour 
and introduce you to Julio and the Gallery owner and curator, 
Yutaka Nagamine. Please tell your family and friends too! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to our generous members: 
Donations to NCOKK: 

from the Northern California  

Cherry Blossom Festival 

Mie Pedroni & Aaron Pedroni Family 

 

Raffle Donations from 2025 Picnic: 

Annette Adams, Samina Adel, Yoshiko Canevari, Ted 

Canty, Evelyn Frank, Yasuko Heffner, Tetsuo Ishisoko, Juli 

Kodani, Kinuko Mototake, Tsuneko Silva, Fumiyo Tomita 

 

めんそーれー 
New Members / Address Changes as of 8/31/2025: 

新会員加入 2025年8月31日付 
Masako Maurer & Kumiko Sund 
Aaron & Leilani Pedroni 
Elysia Teruya 
Kiyomi Wohlschlegel 
 
Address Change: 
Yasutomo Matayoshi 

 

 

 

 

http://pm.on/


NORTHERN CA OKINAWA KENJIN KAI |SUMMER 2025 5 
 

 

 

 
  

TIP OF THE HAT

 
 
Some members would not have come without our volunteer 
carpool drivers Harumi Ducharme and Tsutomu Tomita.  Helping 
with the picnic set-up were Annette Adams, Shizuka Bock, Megan 
Calhoun, Kenny Higa, Phanthipha Higa, Tetsuo Ishisoko, the 
Jacobsen family, Akiko Journeay, Juli Kodani, Chika Mori, Kinuko 
Mototake, Keiko Nakamura, Grace Sicat, Tsuneko Silva, JoJo 
Takata, the Tomita family including Kai (on summer break from 
university), Toyoko Yungling and several friends of members.  Tip 
of the chef’s hats to Kazuki Kinjo, Harold Chaput, the Ducharme, 
Oyakawa and Tamanaha families with the grilling. Heartfelt thanks 
to everyone for bringing such delicious food to share AND those 
who stayed at the end to help clean-up the picnic site!  Niffee debiru  
(御拝でーびーる) 
 

 

 VOLUNTEER ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
We are looking for volunteer members interested to become the Regional Representatives for the 408 & 510 Area Codes. 
The job is to call / contact members in the telephone area code and pass on timely kenjinkai information to them.  A listing 
of those in the telephone area will be provided for you.  You do not have to be in that Area Code to volunteer to make the 
calls. 
 
408 および 510 エリア コードの地域代表に興味のあるボランティア メンバーを募集しています。仕事は、電話
エリア コードのメンバーに電話 / 連絡し、タイムリーな県人会情報を伝えることです。あなたの電話エリアの
メンバーのリストが提供されます。電話をかけるボランティアをするのに、その市外局番内に住んでいる必要は
ありません。 
 

(continued from pg.2) 最近、COVID-19の患者が増加傾向 にあ
るそうです。皆さま、どうぞ体調管理に十分お気をつけて、
お元気にお過ごしください。また、敬老会でお会いできるの
を楽しみにしています。「ヌチドゥ宝」先日の夏の家族ピク
ニックには、100名を超える皆さまにご参加いただき、バー
ベキューやゲームなどを通じて、楽しいひとときをお過ごし
いただけたことと思います。多くのボランティアの皆さまの
ご協力により、無事に開催・終了することができましたこと
、心より感謝申し上げます。 

そしてこのたび、遂に当県人会はIRS（アメリカ国税庁）よ
り、課税免除の非営利慈善団体として正式に認定されました
。これにより、当県人会へのご寄付は、税控除の対象となり
ます。この認可を機に、積極的に寄付を募り、今後のプロジ
ェクトがより良い成果を上げられるよう、活動資金の充実を
図っていきたいと考えております。皆さまの温かいご支援を
、何卒よろしくお願い申し上げます。 

以前よりお伝えしております通り、誇り高き琉球・沖縄の文
化の継承、後継者の育成、そして若い世代にとって魅力ある
組織づくりは、喫緊かつ重要な課題であると認識しておりま
す。 

まずは、芸能文化の活性化に取り組む必要があります。その
ためには、他団体のリソースの協力を得ることも視野に入れ
ております。たとえば、沖縄の芸能団体との交流を深め、指
導員の派遣を受けることも選択肢の一つです。沖縄県にもそ
のようなプログラムがありますが、予算の都合上、全世界か
ら選ばれる団体はごくわずかです。当県人会もこれまでに何
度も応募しておりますが、残念ながらまだ一度も選ばれてお
りません。また、1～2週間程度の短期では習得が難しい側面
もあります。したがって、より実効性の高い成果を得るため
には、自前の予算を活用することも検討する必要があると考
えております。 

次に、当県人会を持続可能な組織とするためには、若い世代
にとって魅力ある団体として発展させていくことが不可欠で
す。そのために、沖縄について学ぶ機会をより多く提供して
いきたいと考えております。沖縄の歴史や文化を、教室やウ
ェビナーで学ぶだけでなく、体験留学や交換留学制度を積極
的に支援するプログラムの構築も、効果的な手段として必要
だと考えております。  

 

 

IT’S OFFICIAL – 
 NCOKK Achieves 501(c)(3) Status 

 
It’s official! After several years, the decisive action 
by the current NCOKK Board and the Bylaws 
Committee, has paid off by successfully achieving 

501(c)(3) tax-exempt designation! Looking back, the current Board’s 
key role in achieving this landmark status, was a testament to the 
efforts and decision making of its effective leadership and the 
strategic vision of its board of directors. Securing this status is a 
significant accomplishment that our nonprofit organization is 
officially recognized by the IRS as exempt from federal income tax 
and eligible to receive tax-deductible contributions. 
 
This milestone will be crucial toward building our credibility, 
attracting donors and volunteers, and maximizing the impact of our 
work to benefit our community for future plans. In the past, some 
of our members asked if this will ever happen. Now, here is an 
opportunity for everyone to become more involved in building a 
stronger, more engaged community of supporters! 
 
Thank you for your past support and we look forward for your 
continued support in the future! 
 

 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=571e9f62cdadf4fd&sxsrf=AE3TifMo9D57-pvTSP58Gg_npfxXbv-1cg:1753166290539&q=looking+back+past+years+and+prior+organization+presidents+and+boards,+the+decisive+action+of+our+current+president+helped+us+obtain+501(c)(3)+status&spell=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiXiuuv7c-OAxVhm2oFHQ1hDqMQBSgAegQIDBAB&biw=1280&bih=665&dpr=1.5
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=571e9f62cdadf4fd&sxsrf=AE3TifMo9D57-pvTSP58Gg_npfxXbv-1cg:1753166290539&q=looking+back+past+years+and+prior+organization+presidents+and+boards,+the+decisive+action+of+our+current+president+helped+us+obtain+501(c)(3)+status&spell=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiXiuuv7c-OAxVhm2oFHQ1hDqMQBSgAegQIDBAB&biw=1280&bih=665&dpr=1.5
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=571e9f62cdadf4fd&sxsrf=AE3TifMo9D57-pvTSP58Gg_npfxXbv-1cg:1753166290539&q=looking+back+past+years+and+prior+organization+presidents+and+boards,+the+decisive+action+of+our+current+president+helped+us+obtain+501(c)(3)+status&spell=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiXiuuv7c-OAxVhm2oFHQ1hDqMQBSgAegQIDBAB&biw=1280&bih=665&dpr=1.5
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=571e9f62cdadf4fd&sxsrf=AE3TifMo9D57-pvTSP58Gg_npfxXbv-1cg:1753166290539&q=looking+back+past+years+and+prior+organization+presidents+and+boards,+the+decisive+action+of+our+current+president+helped+us+obtain+501(c)(3)+status&spell=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiXiuuv7c-OAxVhm2oFHQ1hDqMQBSgAegQIDBAB&biw=1280&bih=665&dpr=1.5
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We were responsible for all computers and network hardware 
and software. We did the programming, built business 
applications, graphics work pixel by pixel, put together the 
presentation decks for the leadership conferences, built 
intranet sites and set up the audio-visual equipment. The year 
before Y2K, we remediated every PC, server, network gear, etc. 
Many conference calls and tests were held to be sure we had 
no failures when it turned to the year 2000. 
 

After Y2K, I joined the emergency management group based 
out of Dallas which included the emergency operations center 
in Detroit and managed the uninterruptible power supply (UPS) 
contracts. After 9/11, AT&T began the Business Continuity 
Planning (BCP) organization and a few years later, I was 
assigned as the representative for Operator Services. In 2005, 
we came full circle and Southwestern Bell Corporation acquired 
AT&T Long Distance adopting the corporate AT&T name. We 
were once again, AT&T. 
 

I retired in 2013 after 35 years and still volunteer as a lifetime 
member of the Women of AT&T and the InspirAsians employee 
groups. Although there were many times that were challenging 
and stressful, I have many fond memories and funny stories of 
my career with AT&T. I now enjoy working for Target in Folsom. 
 

Before retiring from AT&T, I discovered dragon boat racing. 
After my first race with Dragon ATTack, I was hooked. I joined 
the Berkeley Racing and Canoe Center (BRCC) and started 
racing with DragonMax and the Dragons of North America. I’ve 
raced around the U.S. and Puerto Rico, Canada, China, 
Philippines and the world championship in Hungary in 2018. In 
2019, we qualified for the world championships in France for 
2020, but Covid hit and all was canceled. I still paddle and enjoy 
the sport and the dragon boat community. I also enjoy 
kayaking. 
 

My father and my mother are musically talented. My father 
played trumpet, my grandfather was a percussionist for the 
Seattle Symphony and in his early days, played with a group 
called the Mardi Gras Gang on KJR radio. My great-grandfather 
was a band master at the University of Washington. My mother 
plays sanshin, drums and likes to karaoke. When we were 
growing up, my mother and her friends danced, played drums 
and sang Okinawan songs. She also sang at the Sundance 
Kabuki Cinema in Japantown in 2012. 
 

I started playing guitar when I was 9 years old and clarinet in 
the 4th grade. By junior high, I played the alto clarinet and tried 
percussion. I stopped playing the clarinet at 16 years old, but 
continued to play the guitar. At 19 years old while in Okinawa, 
my mother gifted me a sanshin which I still have but, sadly, 
rarely play. When I got into computers, I didn’t play guitar 
much. During Covid, a teammate encouraged me to join the 
DragonMax ukulele group. I started writing original songs for 
the group for fun. The first song I wrote was “Hope We Can Go 
Paddling Again.” We met using Zoom, recorded the song 
separately, and another talented teammate pieced the video 
together. Here is the link to the YouTube copy of our first video 
if you are interested… https://youtu.be/YltYYygS0kM 
 

When my sister and I joined the NCOKK, our intention was to 
receive the newsletter and take my mother to events if she was 
interested. It has become more than that. When I think about 
my Okinawan heritage, I’m still learning. As I get older, I think 
more     about   it   than    in   my   younger (continued on pg.7) 

MEET OUR OFFICERS   
 by Annette Adams 

 

My name is Annette Adams and I am one of the 
co-vice presidents of the NCOKK. I was born in 
Port Angeles, Washington in 1959 to Spencer 
Albert Adams and Yoshiko Miyagi Adams. My 
father  served  in  the  U.S.  Army  and  met my 

mother while stationed in Okinawa. My father was born in 
Seattle, is of Western European decent and went into real 
estate after retiring from the Army. He passed away in 2007. My 
mother is 93 years old, still very active and lives in Salinas. She 
is from Futenma. 
 

Being  a   military  family, my siblings 
and I   moved    around   from   place 
to   place and ended up in Monterey  
County   where   my   father   retired.  
There were many Okinawan families 
In    Monterey    County   back   then. 
Although        we        were         more  
“Americanized,” we were exposed 
to the Okinawan culture as children. My mother and her friends 
would organize the Okinawan New Year parties and perform. 
Their group organized potlucks, picnics, and camping trips and 
there was always more food than we could eat. 
 

After high school, I attended Hartnell College and worked in real 
estate with my father for a short time. Afterwards, I went to 
work for the Lone Toy Tree in Salinas and at about the same 
time, started working for Dalgety Foods. After one season at 
Dalgety’s, a friend told me the “phone company” was hiring. I 
applied and started working for Pacific Telephone and 
Telegraph in 1979, which was part of AT&T at that time. 
 

When my career began at Pacific Telephone, there were no cell 
phones and digital switching was new. I started as an operator 
in a call center in Salinas, then Redding and transferred to 
Pleasanton in 1984. I worked in training, customer service, 
clerical positions and on customer service committees during 
this time. Being an artist, I also designed conference pins and 
posters for special events for my department. In 1990, I 
transferred to Sacramento and was promoted to group 
manager in 1994. 1984 was a significant year in 
telecommunications because it was the breakup of AT&T 
resulting in 7 Regional Bell Operating Companies and we 
became Pacific Bell, part of Pacific Telesis. 
 

I have always been mechanically and technically inclined and 
interested in cars and technology. My first computer used 
magnetic tape. My second computer had no hard drive. It had 
5 ¼ inch floppy drive slots and you had to constantly switch out 
the operating disk with the program disks and the storage disks. 
In 1984 when I lived in Dublin, a friend who worked for Apple 
Computers, called me to come check out the new MacIntosh. 
No more constant typing of DOS commands, just use the mouse 
to point and click! Not too long afterwards, Microsoft released 
Windows 1.1. 
 

In 1997, I applied for P.C. Coordinator at the Operator Services 
Northern California district office. That same year, I graduated 
from the University of San Francisco, majoring in Information 
Systems Management, and Southwestern Bell Corporation 
acquired Pacific Telesis. I was assigned to the 7 states desktop 
support team and began working on servers and network 
security. 

 

 

https://youtu.be/YltYYygS0kM
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   IN MEMORIAM 
     William F. Blang  
     March 1942 — June 2025  
     By Mina Curry 
 

It is with deep sadness that we 
announce      the      passing     of 

William F. Blang, who died peacefully at home on 
June 14, 2025, at the age of 83. 
 
Bill spent his childhood in New Braunfels, Texas, up 
until his junior year in high school where he then 
moved out of state. Bill joined the Navy in 1965, 
serving our country until 1971. After the military he 
settled in Fairfield, California, working for the city of 
Napa for a few years until he took a position with the 
city of Fairfield in 1979 as a Civil Engineer, where he 
retired in 2006. During his time with the city he 
opened, owned and operated Tasuke, a Japanese 
restaurant in Old Suisun from 1982-2000. He was 
also a very well-known sushi chef! 
 
Bill was a devoted husband to Mieko for 23 years and 
a loving stepfather to her three children and their 
spouses: Rieko Moseley (Jeff Moseley), Mina Curry 
(Scott Curry) and Steve Perry (Lindsey Perry). He was 
a grandfather to eight grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren. He is survived by his brother, Bob 
Blang of New Braunsfels, Texas, and his wife, Helen. 
He also leaves behind three nephews and many 
family members in Texas who he loved and cherished 
dearly. The memorial service was held in July at the 
Sacramento Valley National Cemetery in nearby 
Dixon. 
 

(continued from pg.6) years. I have learned to make Okinawan and Japanese 
food by watching my mother so that I can pass that on. I understand the 
importance and benefits of volunteerism and community that aid in a 
nonprofit’s success. It’s the little things that many people can do that can 
make a big difference. 
 

I hope you will join me in  continuing to support 
the NCOKK on our journey forward now that we 
have achieved the 501(c)(3) status. I would love 
to  hear  ideas  on  how  we   can   increase   our 
membership,     engage     our    young     people, 
donation opportunities   or anything  that would  
benefit the NCOKK and its  members. And thank 
you for your past support and participation! 
 
EDITOR NOTE: We’re lucky to have someone like Annette on our NCOKK 
Board as Vice-President. With her immense background and skill set, she 
brings a wealth of knowledge, skills and perspectives that will significantly 
enhance our organization’s performance, stability and growth. 
 

REVISED TAYUI DISCLAIMER (2022) 

 
SUBMISSION OF ARTICLES FOR TAYUI NEWSLETTER: 
You are invited to submit requests for any community announcements 
or other events that you feel are important to promote for our NCOKK 
members in the quarterly Tayui Newsletter. This includes Okinawan 
dance performances, concerts, Japanese festivals, local fundraisers, 
school events, etc. 

Please consider if what you want to promote will benefit the NCOKK 
member community. The Tayui Editing Team reserves the right to make 
editorial and formatting changes to your story if space is limited. 

REQUIREMENTS: 
1. It must be in English and Japanese (if available) 
2. It must be emailed to the Editing Team at 

sfokkjuli@yahoo.com, at least two (2) weeks PRIOR to 
printing. 

NCOKK Personal Contact Information Policy (as of July 2021) 

Due to privacy concerns, the NCOKK Board approved NOT to include personal data information (i.e. new member’s address and member’s 
change of address) in the Tayui newsletter going forward. Any personal contact information in the NCOKK Membership Roster can also 
be withdrawn. Please email treasurer@ncokk.org if you DO NOT want to be listed beginning with the 2022 Membership Roster. 

個人情報の記載: ニュースレターやメンバー登録名簿等に記載を希望しない方はtreasurer@ncokk.org にお知らせください。 

 

FURIKAKE CORN CHIP SNACK (from JoJo Takata) 
 
Set oven to 325 degrees 
 
1 11-oz bag of tortilla rounds (Mission Brand or Tostitos) 
Spray a large flat baking pan with Pam spray 
Spread chips evenly in pan 
 
In a saucepan, melt: 
1 cube butter 
½ cup granulated sugar 
½ cup white corn syrup 
1 Tbsp shoyu 
1 tsp tabasco sauce or Siracha (more or less if you like it 
spicy) 
 
Stir until sugar is dissolved and mixture begins to boil. 
Lower heat to medium and cook, stirring constantly for 
one minute. 
Pour over chips and stir to coat evenly. 
 
Sprinkle with Furikake (I get it at Trader Joe’s and add 
some more goma!) 
Bake in 325 oven for 15 minutes. Using a spatula, move 
the chips around – they will be sticky! 
Bake for another 15 minutes and move chips around again. 
If you like them darker, bake for a few more minutes, 
watching carefully so they do not burn! 
I line my counter with a piece of waxed paper or 
parchment paper. 
Pour chips out immediately and separate into single chips 
using hashi chopsticks. 
COOL and ENJOY!! 
 

 

 

mailto:sfokkjuli@yahoo.com
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UYEHARA TRAVEL TOURS IN 2025/2026 
We are in our 40th year thanks to your support. 

Join us on our tours! 

Hokkaido Tour – Oct. 15, 2025 – Still Available 

Okinawa Tour w/Yaeyama Option – Oct. 21, 2025 

Year-end Holiday Bus Tour – Palm Springs – Dec. 3-5, 2025 

Save the dates for 2026 

Hawaii Trip – 5 nights – Feb. 2026 (dates TBA) 

Eastern Mediterranean 11 day cruise – Oct. 8, 2026 

Okinawa Tour – Nov. 2026 (dates TBA) 

 

Uchinanchu Festival is in 2027. Dates are pending. 

Applications will be sent out early next year! 

Mark your calendars! 
 

For information, availability, and fares, please contact: 
Uyehara Travel 

319 E. 2nd St. Suite 203, Los Angeles, CA 90012 
Phone: 213-680-2499 

Email: tamiko.uyehara102239@gmail.com 
C.S.T. #2062682-40 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information:  Tamiko Uyehara 

   UYEHARA TRAVEL   C.S.T. 2062682-40 
      319 E. 2nd Street, Suite 203 
      Los Angeles, CA 90012 
      Tel:  213-680-2499 
      Cell:  213-219-0707 
      Fax:  213-617-1987 
      Email:  tamiko.uyehara102239@gmail.com 
 

Walnut Baked Mochi  
 (Tsuneko Silva’s picnic dessert) 
 
1 box (16-oz) Mochiko 
1 cup brown sugar 
1 package (17.6 oz) of tsubu-an azuki (sweetened red) beans 
1 can (13.5 fl oz) coconut milk 
3 cups milk 
1 teaspoon baking soda 
1 teaspoon vanilla 
Chopped walnuts (or other nuts) 
Sesame seeds (optional) 
 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Mix all ingredients. Top with 
chopped walnuts and sesame seeds, if desired. Spray 9” x 13” 
Pyrex pan (or other size baking pan) with Pam or oil and bake 
for 1 hour (the size of the baking pan can significantly impact 
baking time). Cool before cutting and roll in kinako (roasted 
soybeans) flour, if desired. 

 

TAYUI ADVERTISING 
RATES (for 4 issues): 
Business Card $100 
¼ Page            $200 
½ Page            $300 
Full Page            $500 

 


